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Sabbath or ResUlay of the Lord, is, therefore, a defi- 
nite day, which can no more be changed to one of 
the days upon which God wrought, thau Uie resurrec- 
tion-dny can bo changed to one of the days upon 
which Christ did not rise, or the cruciiixion-dav be 
changed to one of the six days of the week upon 
which Christ was not crucified. Hence it is as im- 
possible to change the Best-day of the Lord as it in 
to change the crucifixion-day or the day of the resur- 
rection. 

Men of God, to whom the Scriptures have been 
committed, can you longer pervert the commandments 
of Jehovah aiuf not be guilty of willful fcram«groi«Op| 
Must it not be exceeding sinful in the sight of Heaven 
for yon to change the Sabbath of the Lord for another 
day, and then to steal that commandment which 
guards llio holy Hnbh:ilh, to enforce tlio olwervaiK-e 
of tliat now day ? When the hailstones of Jehovah's 
wrath shall sweep away the refuge of lies, [fsa. xxviii, 
17; Rev, xvi, 21,] how many of the arguments for 
Sunday-keeping will be left ? The Bible thoroughly 
furnishes the man of God to all good works, Sun- 
day-keeping is not, therefore, a good work ; for the 
Scriptures furui-di nothing i [l 1'avor. Why AioiM 
you be ready of heart to believe what God has never 
spoken, and slow of heart to believe his plain testimo- 
ny ! Thus saith the Lord, u The seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy Godf "Remember the 
Sabbath-da)' to k-. ep it holy " J, N. A. 
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Th e fiubject of this little Work was placed in our band* » 
short time sinee in Tract fonm without date, bearing sitnplj 
the signature of " Eliiiu." It was published in the Review 
and Herald for June 23d, 1953, Since that time several de- 
voted friends of the Sabbath have called for it in Tract form 
for distribution. We cheerfully comply with their W bites, 
with the hope that it will be the mearu of calling the atten- 
tion, of many to the Lord's Sabbath. James White. 

In reviewing the subject of " the Sabbath," I design 
not to follow any previous writer; but simply, plain- 
ly, and briefly, to convince sinners of sin, let their 
profession be what it may. And this I hope and 
pray may be done without giving offence to those 
who love the truth more than error: for God has 
many servants on earth, who would gladly exchange 
error for truth, and many who do exchange their for- 
mer traditions for the precious and everlasting truth* 
of God as contained in his Word, 

Now the New Testament witnesses to the law and 
the prophets: and that book is said to have been 
written thus: Matthew's gospel, six years after t^e 
resurrection of Christ. Mark ? s gospel, ten years 
after the church commenced. Luke's gospel, twenty- 
eight years after. John's gospel, sixty -three yearn 
after. The Acts of the Apostles, thirty years 
after. The Epistle to the Romans, and two to the 
Corinthians and Galatians, twenty -four years after. 
Ephe*ians, Gofossians and Hebrews, twenty-nine 
years. To Timothy. Titus and the second Epistle of 
Voter, thirty years. The Revelation of John, . sixty- 
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ovie years. His three epistles, about sixty-five years 
after the resurrection, and after the church had pro- 
perly com i: \. An< I it is easy for us to under- 
stand how these apostles understood ami practiced, 
with regard to the Sabbath } and they are the ' ; foun- 
dation" next after Christ himself. Therefore if there 
was any such institution known and frequently spo- 
ken of in tin- church as "Sabbath," in those different 
ages of the church, we can easily know what then 
was meant by it* Some say if we keep the seventh 
day of the week, We shall keep a t; Jewish Sabbath!" 
Well, we have no Saviour to trust in but Jesus 
Christ, who was according to the flesh a Jew — no 
other apostles and prophets but Jewish— no other 
than Jewish Scriptures, and indeed, Jesus said him- 
self, that "salvation is of tlej -Jews/ 3 John iv, 22 — 
And what did the writer of the New Testament mean 
by thff words kt Sabbath" and the Sabbath-day? 

What did Matthew mean in the sixth year of tho 
Christian church I lie certain! y did not mean the 
first day of the week, but he meant the day before 
the first flay of the week. See Matt, xxviii, 1. Ho 
meant what ill other Jewish writers ever meant : viz : 
im the seventh day is the S ab bath of the Lord thy God." 
"Hut "neither Matthew nor any of the Apostles ever 
told us a word about the Sabbath being changed from 
the seventh to the first day of the week. Now if the 
scriptures cannot be broken, but every where mean 
(Uie and the same thing, viz: : * The seventh day is tho 
Sabbath of the Lord," then if ministers contradict 
this, and say the neventh day is not the Sabbath of 
the Lord, but the first day of the week is the Sabbath, 
will they not in this hear witness clearly and positive- 
ly against themselves, unless they bring forward the 
chapter and verse where God commanded the Sab- 
bath to be changed ? What did Mark mean hy 
the word Sabbath ? He meant, also, that the 
S&bbath was the day before the first day of tLe 
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week. Chap, xvi, 1. 2. Surely if the Sabbath had 
been changed at the resurrection of Christ, Mark 
would have known it within ten years afterwards. — 
What did Luke mean who wrote twenty-eight years 
after the resurrection of Christ? lie also meant that 
the Sabbath was the day before the lirst day of the 
week: for he says that the women who prepared the 
ointment, rested the Sabbath day according to the 
commandment. Chap, xxiii. 5G. Thus Luke under- 
stood the words, the " Sabbath day" in the 58 th year' 
of the Christian era to mean the day immediately 
preceding the tirst day of the week. How did John 
* understand this subject in the 63rd year of the Christ- 
ian church '? He not only speaks of tho Sabbath day 
as the others did, but he shows plainly that the lirst 
day of the week was considered a business day by the 
disciples after the resurrection. John xx, 1. Sea 
also Luke xxiv, 13. But what did the writer of the 
Acts of the Apostles mean by the word Sabbath, and 
Sabbath day, thirty years alter the christian church 
was fully commenced 1 In writing he often mentions 
the Sabbath and once mentions the first day of the 
week, as meaning quite another thing in plain dis- 
Unction from the Sabbath. Acts xiii, 14, 42, 44, — 
Chap, xx, 7. The practice of the Jews was then as 
it is now, to meet in the synagogue on the seventh 
day. And again the next Sabbath day came almost 
the whole city, together to hear tho word of God. He 
does not say this was the Jewish Sabbath, hut the 
Sabbath day ; this was the seventh day j and the first 
day of the week was not then known as a Sabbath 
by this writer j because he says the next Sabbath 
day the Jews and Gentiles most all came h ither 
again. I say there would not have been any next 
Sabbath in the week till the next seventh day. — 
Again, [Acts xvi. 13 t ] And on the Sabbath we went 
out of the city by a river Bide, where prayer was 
wont to be made, 35 lie does not say on the Jewish . 
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nor on one of the sabbaths, as though there were two 
fifth baths then, but on the Snbbath, i.e. the seventh 
day, as understood by all the Jewish writers, to this 
day. Again, [Chap, xvii, 2.} Paul, as his manner 
was, went in among the Jews, and three Sabbath 
days reasoned with them out of the scriptures. Thus 
have I proved that the Apostles of Christ, understood 
that one day in the week should be called the Sab- 
bath day, and further, I have proved that this day 
was the day before the first day of the week, which 
is the seventh day ; and you cannot deny it, nor by 
the Scriptures disprove it j consequently if the apostles 
of our Lord always called the seventh day the Sabbath 
day, six, ten, twenty-eight, thirty, and sixty -three 
years after the church was fully commenced, then it 
must be the Sabbath day no w. And every one of the 
Lord's ministers who call any other day the Sabbath 
besides the one so called by the writers of the New 
Testament, gives it a title which is no where found in 
the Scriptures ; for when they say the Sabbath day, 
they mean something very different from what the 
New Testament means. It is already proved that 
the apostles called the seventh day, or the day before 
the first day of the week, the Sabbath, and the Sab- 
bath day for many years after the church was fully 
commenced . 

Now we are to show what sin is ; and we arc not 
left to guess at it, or to suppose it j but we have a 
given rule to know with certainty what constitutes 
sin. " By the law" then si is* the knowledge of sin 
by what law was the knowledge of sin twenty-four 
years after the resurrection of Christ Ajis. The very 
same law that was pi von when it was said. "Thou 
nhalt not covet." The law, then, by which sin is 
knpwn. is Hie tun commandments, and you cannot 
deny it ! This law saith, the seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of tho Lord thy God ; in ib thou shalt not do 
any work, thou nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor 
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thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cat- 
tle, nor the stranger that is within thy gates : for in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sett, 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hal- 
lowed it. Ex, xx, 10, It. Now until this law is al- 
tered or abrogated (and Christ says he "came not to 
destroy the law 1") by the same power that enacted 
it — a willful transgression of it is a willful sin 1 let 
your profession be what it may ; for sin is the trans- 
gression of the law. lie that offends in one point, or 
in one of these commandments, is guilty of all, i. e. is 
a transgressor of the law, a sinner in the sight of God. 
Now a regenerated soul, a true-hearted Christian, say ft 
with Paul, i: I delight in the law" of God after the iu- 
ward num. The law is holy, the commandment holy 
and just and good:" And any person who is not 
willing to keep the commandments of God, when 
plainly understood, has still a carnal mind, which is 
not i- subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 
Will you say this is judging too hard, or this is a 
hard saying, who can hear it ? I wish to judge no 
man ; but the word that the Lord hath spoken the 
same shall judge you in the last day. John xii, 48. 
11 As many as have sinned in the law shall be judged 
by the law j in the day when God shall judge the se- 
crets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel." 
Rom. ii, 12, 1G. Then those who shall hold the 
truth in unrighteousness, those who pretend to keep 
the law differently from what God appointed it, those 
who, in fact, lay aside the commandments of God, 
^the seventh day or any other command) and teach 
lor doctrine the commandments of men. (the first day 
instead of the seventh, ) such the Word says, are vain 
worshipers. Mark vii, 7. But you say it makes no 
difference which day is kept or called the Sabbath 
day, provided we keep ono seventh part of tho time ! 
This is not correct, because God never said so. God 



is not to he mocked in this way ! ! He has been very 
good and kind to make the Sabbath for man — to ap- 
point the day and the particular time of the day. when 
the Sabbath is B to comnicncCj and when it is to cind ; it 
is the seventh day in order from the creation — the 
seventh day in the creation : and he said "From even 
till even shall yc celebrate your sabbaths ; as the even- 
ing and the morning were reckoned for the day.— * 
God did not leave this subject undecided, so that his 
people would appoint different days, and then for 
every one to call his own. the Sabbath day ! But 
God blessed and sanctified the seventh day, and 
proved that particular day to be designated by him. 
in the face and eyes, of about six hundred thousand 
witnesses, by a miracle directly from heaven, in with- 
holding the manna on that day, and in giving the 
food for that day on the day before \ and you cannot 
deny it, or disprove it ! Again, you say, bow shall 
we know which is the seventh day ? I answer, do 
you wish to know ? Then ask the Jews, for God has 
committed the lively oracles to them, and then scat- ^ 
tered them among all nations 1 Do you know when 
the lirst day of the week comes? Well, the Sabbath 
clay i.s always the day before the first day of the week. 
Matt, xxviii, ! . 1 : u 1 you may say do not the major- 
ity of honest-hearted Christians keep the first day of 
the week ? and have they not for centuries done com- 
mon labor on the seventh day, and observed the first 
in obedience to the fourth command, and still been 
honest in their motives, and living Christians? I 
answer, what is that to us ? so long as the true light 
of tlh< Sabbath did not come to their minds 1 * * * 

Now we certainly know what sin is; not by what 
popular writers say — not by the popular traditions of 
Vmr fathers — not altogether by our feelings ; bu t by the 
law of God is this knowledge ; for sin is the trans- 
gression of the law j and all who have the law of God, 
have an infallible and an everlasting rule, to know 
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what sin is ! <; To the law and to the testimony : if 
they speak not according to this word it is because 
tli ere is no light in them/ 1 And now if thou art a 
willful, weekly transgressor of the law of tiod, then 
by the law is the knowledge that thou art a willful sin- 
ner before God ! But if thou art an ignorant trans* 
pressor of the law of God, then by the law is the 
knowledge that thou art an ignorant sinner before 
God. To say nothing of presumptuous sins, I say, if 
thou hast ignorantly siuned, then repent and reform, 
and God wilt heal you. Lev. iv, 2 f 13, By the law 
of God then is the clear knowledge of sin. I speak to 
you (Protestant) who keep the Sunday, a day form- 
erly dedicate- 1 to the worship of the S.iii. by the Pa- 
gans; and afterwards brought into the church by 
Constantino and Roman Catholics, and called the 
christian sabbath, a name never known for the first 
day of the week by any of the writers of the New 
Testament. I speak to you Protestants and ask you if 
you have any given rule to know what sin is ? Have 
you any certain rule to know whether Xtoman Catbo* 
lic,=3 sin, or not, in bowing down to images ? They say, 
they do not sin! you say you know the}' do sin I but 
how do you know it is sin to bow down to images 
when they say it is not sin ? Answer. By the law, 
you say, you" know this is sin, and you know it by 
no other rule ; for you "had not known sin but by 
the law." Well, by the same rule, I know what sin 
IS. You say it is not sin t& work and do common 
labor on the seventh day. 

But we know not by your assertion, but by the 
law, whether you sin or not. You .say you know by 
the law that it is sin to bow down to images. I say, 
(by your own rule) I know by the law, that it is sin 
to do common labor on the seventh day ; and you 
caunot deny it I And if you know it is the duty of 
Koman Catholics to repent of their sius for trans- 
gressing the second command j then I know it is also 
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your <3uty to repent of your sins for transgressing fcl*o 
fourth command. He that said thou shalt not kill — 
thou shalt not steal — thou shalt not bow down to 
images, neither serve them &c also said, "The se- 
venth day is the Sabbath of thy Lord thy God." I 
would that you could see the weakness of your argu- 
ment, viz : that one seventh part of time was meant 
in the law, without regard to any particular daj\ In 
this you make the commandments of God of no effect 
through your tradition ! Yea you make void that 
part of the command which says £t The seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God." We read not 
that the Lord blessed the seventh part of the time, or 
iho Sabbath institution, as you say, but the seventh 
day, in particular. Why do yon" wish to take out 
and make void this part of the fourth command ?— 
When Christ hath said "Till heaven and earth pass 
away, one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law," It was just as necessary that the particular 
day should be designated as it was that there should 
be a Sabbath made for man. It would not have been 
according to the Divine Wisdom, to have said thou 
shalt keep one seventh part of the time or one whole 
day in seven, because this would have loft mankind 
inasmuch confusion as your theory could have made 
them ! One might have kept one day and another 
the next, till seven sabbaths might have been kept in 
one family. Thus much for your seventh part of 
time. 

Suppose a parent should command his child to do 
a certain piece of labor on a certain day, and the child 
should without any just cause neglect to perform the 
labor on the day specified, and should perform it on 
the noart day. Would this show any respect for the 
authority of his parent, or would the parent appro- 
bate such conduct in his child? You must say no. 
Or if a governor should command all the military to 
do duty two days in the year, and for each one to 



select his own days, there would be as much wisdom 
in this, as in your seventh part of time, for the Sab* 
bath of the Lord. God is not the author ot confusion, 
but of order. While your theory of one seventh part 
of time, or one whole day in seven, instead of the 
seventh day, impeaches the Divine wisdom, and makes 
God the author of confusion, Thus your theory, not 
the law of God } leads to anarchy and confusion, and 
the observance of no sabbaih ; and you cannot deny 
it. What reasonable ^bjectiou have you to the law 
of God? What fault can you find with it. just as it 
stands ? Have you wisdom enough to al ter it for the 
better ? " The law of the Lord is perfect converting 
the soul," Ps. six, 7. Yea, it is so perfect that it 
has already converted the souls of many, even from 
the doctrines and commandments of men, to keep the 
Sabbath of the Lord, and I trust in God that it will 
convert many more. Because the statutes of tho 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the command- 
ments of the Lord are pure, enlightening: the eyes- 
more to be desired arc they than gold, yea than much 
fine gold, sweeter than honey and the honey comb. — 
Verses 8, 10. Wherefore the law is holy, nftd the 
commandment holy, and just and good. For I (Paul. ) 
delight in the law of God after the inward man.— 
Reader, dost thou delight in the law of God after the 
inward man ? If not, thy soul should be converted, 
by praying for the law of God to bo put into thy 
heart, and written in thy mind. But if the law of 
God is already thy delight, then why not be ra-on- 
ciled to it? Why not bo subject to it just as it 
stands I Why wish to make void one jot or tittle of 
it ? I do not present the law for justification ; but 
perfect rule or right, in this life j 1st. between 
man and ly.s Creator: 2d, between man and his fellow 
man. Therefore, "whoMH^cr shall break one of 
these least coin maud men ts, and shall teach men so. 
Bhail be called least in the ' kingdom of heaven. But 



f 

* 



whosoever shall do and teach them shall le colled 
great in the kingdom of heaven." 

The Westminster Divines, found contradicting Una 
writer of the Acts of the Apostles. 

These divines say, " From the beginning of the 
world to l he resurrection of Christ, God appointed 
the seventh day of the week to be the weekly Sab- 
bath, and the Jirst day of Lite week ever since, to con- 
tiuue. to ib- » nd , ti,. wrid, which L<i he Christian 
Sabbath. 1, Luke (the writer of the Acts of tho 
Apostles) says, [Acts xiii, 14J Paul and his coni- 
pany went into a synagogue of the Jews on the Sab- 
bat] i day. This wa>, according to our account, a, n, 
4f>. and twelve years after the resurrection of Christ. 
Luke says this was on the Sabbath day, then at that 
time. Bui the divines say, this was not on the Sab* 
i'-ttlj day at that time, but on Saturday, and that the 
seventh day was not then the Sabbath, neither had 
been for twelve years. (Thus they contradict Luko 
as plainly and pointedly as can be.) 

2. Luke mj*i [Acts xlii, 42, 41.] ;: that when the 
Jews had gone out of Um synagogue, the Gentiles 
besought that these words (of the Gospel) might be 
preached to them the next Sabbath » And the next 
Sabbath day came almost the whrde city together to 
bw tho word of God, This, Luke says, was on the 
Habhath day at that tunc, twelve years after the re- 
surrection. But the Divines say 'that it was not on 
the .Sabbath hi that time, for Sunday had been tho 
Sabbath for twelve years I 

3, Luke says, [Acts ivi, 13 J And on the Sabbath 
We went out of the city, by a riverside, where prayer 
was wont to be made j a. d. 5 3, twenty years after 
the resurrection, and ten years before the Acts of thu 
Apostles were written. This Luko says, was actual- 
ly on the. Sabbath day at that time— but the divines 
cuimvidi<-l him in raying, this was not on tho Sabbath 
at that time, but on Saturdays for the seventh day, 
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was not then the Sabbath, neither had been for twen* 
ty years — never since the resurrection of Christ! — 
Thus they contradict Luke again, tf>r all admit that 
Luke always called the seventh, day. the day the Jews 
mot in their synagogue, tho Sabbath in tho Acts of 
the Apostles. 

4. Luke says, [Acts xvii, 2-4 ] Paul at Thessalon- 
ica, u as his manner was,* 5 went into a synagogue of 
the Jews, and so preached Christ and the resurrection 
three Sabbath days, that some Jews and a great mul- 
titude of Gentiles" believed. This was twenty years 
after the resurrection of Christ. This, Luke says, 
was on three Sabbath clays then at that time* But 
the divines deny this also, because they say that 
the Sabbath had been changed from the seventh to 
the first day of tho week, twenty years before. Thus 
they give Luke the lie I an awful mistake in them, 

5. Luke says, '[Acts xviti, 3, 4J At Corinth Paul 
labored with'his hands, as a tent maker, (on the other 
days as we should understand.) but " reasoned in the 
synagogue every Sabbath, and pemiaded the Jews 
and the Greeks," This was a. d. 54, twenty -one 
years after the resurrection of Christ, and nine years 
before the Acts of the Apostles were written. This 
Luke said or wrote, a. n. 03, the thiriiddt ye n* after 
the resurrection, and the thirtieth year of^ie Christ- 
ian church, that this preaching of Paul, was on every 
Sabbath;" that is on every seventh day, (the same 
days that the Jews always met in their synagogue 
for worship.) This is a plain, pointed and positive 
proof, that tho^ seventh day was the Sabbath, at least 
thirty years after tho resurrection of Christ; for 
Luke testified again and again that those meetings of 
the Jews and < i en tiles were held on the Sabbath, and 
if Luke was a Christian, then the seventh day was 
the Christian Sabbath thirty years after the resurrec- 
tion ! tike Westminster divines to the contrary not- 
withstanding \ An! if the seventh day was the Sab- 
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bath thirty years after the resurrection of Christ, as 
Luke says it was, then it is the Sabbath now. For 
you will admit, that no man or body of men, have 
bad any lawful right to alter or change this command 
of God, since a. d. 63. But we find not one word in 
favor of the idea, nor even the least hint or allusion 
in all the New testament, that the first day of the 
Week was ever so much as thought of as a Christian 
Sabbath by any of the apostles while they lived ! — 
And you must give it up, yea, and you will give it 
up, if you search the scriptures carefully and prayer- 
fully on this subject, and if you have a spirit of dis- 
cernment, and are willing to forsake error for truth f 
and if you arc an honest-hearted Christian in thi 
sight of <ind. 

Now if the scriptures are able to make one wise 
unto salvation, through faith in Jesus Christ, then 
why need I stop to examine all the various doctrine* 
of popes, councils and fathers, when in searching I 
should find pope against pope, council against coun- 
cil, and fathers against fathers ? This would be like 
two companies fighting at a great distance with small 
arms. But if we wish to come at close action, let us 
take the armor of truth, which will most assuredly 
prevail ; and the closer the action the sooner the vic- 
tory will £o won on the side of truth. Now my dear 
reader, ifyou will Like the Scriptures and search 
them as above requested, then you will find the 
following valuable trensiires of knowledge among the 
many therein contained. 

1, You will find Christ himself saying. **Thc Sab- 
bath was made for man," and that it was made when 
the first seven days were made,* before man had 
sinned, The Sabbath was thus made not for the 
Jew-; in particular, hut as a sxift of God lo man, i. e., 
mankind universally, of all nations and all ages of Urn 
world, 

2. You will find that before the law was given at 
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Mount Sinai, this was a law and a commandment, 
[Exodus xvi,] that it was also written by ine 
finger of God, with the 1 'lively oracles," which God 
committed to the Jews, to give unto us; that this 
law, by which is the clear knowledge of sin, is an in- 
fallible and everlasting rule to know by, what is sin* 
and what is not sin ; that sin is the transgression of 
the law ; that to act against it, or to do things con- 
trary to it is sin ; but - where no law is there is no 
transgression f* that this law Christ came not to des- 
troy, abrogate, or make void ; that the law is holy, 
and just, and good ; and that Christians delight in it. 
And as Paul ;i had not known lust except the law 
had said thou shalt not covet, 1 ' so we ha<l not known 
which day of the week was the Sabbath except the 
law had said, "the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God. 31 Now we know by the law, that this 
is the Sabbath without help of commentators I 

3. Yon can find that the resurrection of our Saviour 
has nothing to do with changing the Sabbath, any 
more than his birth, his death or Ids ascension, 
Whether ho was risen near the end of the Sabbath, or 
some time before the common time of commencing the 
first-day Sabbath, so called, bus nothing to do with 
altering one jot or tittle of tho law of God. 

4, You can find that the common reasonings of 
men, that Christ frequently met with his disciples on 
tho first-day of the week, after his resurrection, any 
more than on other days, are false and without found- 
ation : that he went with two of them to Enunaus, 
about seven and a half miles and returned to Jerusa- 
lem, which would plainly show that he did not regard 
that day as a Sabbath ;"that he met with his disciples 
in the evening, which must have been after the com* 
mencement of the second day of the week, (Sec Gen. 
i, 8,) when they were met, but not to celebrate the 
resurrection, as false reasoners pretend ; that he met 
with them again ;i after eight days," i.e., near the 
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middle of the next week,- and again when they were 
together fishing, so that the fishing day would prove 
a Sabbath, just as much as cither of the two first 

visits. 

5. You can find that Luke had not forgotten the 
distinction between the " first of the week" and " the 
Sabbath day/* [Acts xx, 7.] in his recording the 
meeting of the disciples to break bread, on that day, 
and that this is the only time the first day of the 
week is mentioned in all the Acts of thfe Apostles; 
and ttiat it is the only notice of Paul's preaching on 
that prtieirfM day. <T nUiuT e veiling, and that on a 
particular occasion via : in order to be * ; ready to de- 
part on thc^ morrow ; n that this one instance of the 
first day being mentioned, proves that it was not on 
the Sabbath and that the many meetings of the Jews 
and Oen tiles, believers and unbelievers, where Paul 
preached ,J every Sabbath," did not mean on the first 
day of the week. 

6. You may find that Paul, in giving orders to 
some of the churches, to "lay by themselves in store 
something, according as God hath prospered them, on 
the fir*t of the week" for the poor saints of Jerusalem, 
[1 Cor. xvi, 2,1 does not prove that to be the Sab- 
bath day, but that it was not the Sabbath day. nor 
suitable to a Sabbath day's work ; but rather as an 
offering to the Lord of « the first ripe fruits of their 
increase f * to be the first business attended to in th« 
week, to reckon up their earnings or incomes and de- 
vote a part of the same, and lay it by itself -o that it 
would be ready when Paul came. This indeed wa* 
a good calculation for the first business of the week. 

7. You can find that as there is no law of God 
against doing common labor on the first day of the 
week, so it is no sin, nor transgression of any law 
Other than the laws *>nd eoimnqndments of men. 

8. Yon can find that the Saviour said to his disci- 
ples, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." 
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Again, !! He that hath my commandment*, and 
keepetii them, he it is that loveth me ; and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father ; and I will 
love him, and will manifest myself to hiui." Again, 
;i Jesus answered' and said unto him. if a man love me, 
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him 
and we will come unto him. and make our abode with 
him." 

Now my dear readers, if you neglect or refuse to 
obey this fourth command of the decalogue, you are 
left without excuse, and you can plead nothing in ex- 
temi&tion of your neglect. u For God shall bring 
every work into judgment ; with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it bo evil/' 

EUIIU. 

o ■ 

THE SABB ATH, 

The evening ah adea steal gently on, 

I fain would rest ; 
Let earthly care this day bo gone — 

Divinely blest. 
Brightest and beat of ail tbe seven 
la this, tbe day ray God has given ; 
1 Tu as it were a typo of heaven — 

The Sabbath. 

Welcome, then peaceful sacred day, 

Welcome to thee ! 
My thoughts I'd lift to God, and pray 

Unceasingly. 
That it may be my chief delight, 
Ever with all my mind and might 
T f improve the hours, and keep aright 

The Sabbath. 
Thou blissful period of repose, 

To travelers worn ; 
A balm to heal tbe many woes 

Of those that mourn. 



Ntiw strength it givsa us while we may 
Journey along o'er life's rough way. 
We'll reverence, while on earth w,e stay, 

The Sanbatb. 

This truth like holy fire it burns— 

'Twill ne'er decline : 
It camo from henven — to heaTen rfitarnt, 

* God's hallowM time ! 
And though f« t ages it his Iain 
Buried beneath traditions vain, 
It* Hght is Bhining bright again r 

The Sabbath. 

Gem of the week, the best of all 

Cm ate d days* 
r TwAS made for man before the full- — 

Give God the praise ! 
And apward lift your longing eyes 
To greet Ilia coming from the skies ; 
Wlu.-n nil nil! k"?t?p in Rinulise, 

The Sabbath. 

Then lift your hearts, the time is near* 

Ye pilgrims lone ; 
When Jesua will for you appear — 

Then think of Homo ! 
Think of the hours that ne'er will end p 
And fervent let each prayer ascend , 
Tb&fc we may all in glory spend, 

The Sabbath, 
There shall wo all each other meet 

In peace together ; 
There brut her will his brother greet. 

An 1 nan-lit will ^cver. 
borrow will never dim the ejc p 
No etoud* ero hide the heavenly iky ; 
Sweet then will be the ml cm high, 

The Sabbath. 



Hl-VIIiW OP OBJECTIONS 



TO THE SEVEMTI-DAY SABBATH. 



We have ever doubled tho right of any man t or 
body of mem to make a purely human assertion tho 
basis of an argument for changing the word of Jeho- 
vah. We remain of the same opinion. Every M thus 
saith the Lord" is rock-bottom ; and every doctrine 
which rests on such a foundation must stand. But 
tliat argument which id based on the assertion of men, 
ii.is&t best a very precarious foundation, however 
ptrongly it may be stated. 

OBJECTIONS. 

1. Tut: definite day — the seventh — is of the nature 
of a positive institute, capable of change, while tho 
observance of a day of rest and worship and com- 
memoration, is moral and eternal, 

2. The object to be obtained, of rest &c. t can be as well 
carried out *by the fust d;jy, now ohservrd. as by tlio 
seventh ; beiu£ after six days of labor, and no differ- 
ence but in the number and name. It is more conven- 
ient and can only bo changed for Saturday with 
great difficulty. 

3. The first day observance by Christ and the apos- 
tles, ami John's calling it the Lord's day, gavo it sa- 
credness. and caused its observance among the primi- 
tive Christians, from the first century, and first wri- 
ters that wc have after the apostles. D. I. IT. 

ANSWERS. 

1. Tn the first objection, the writer asserts that the 
fourth commandment of the moral law is capable of 



